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EXAMINER' S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Timothy B. McBride on 4/25/2007. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 74 has been canceled. 

-Claim 13 (currently amended): A [transgenic] plant cell transformed by an expression 
vector comprising an isolated nucleic acid molecule in antisense orientation [OBP antisense 
coding nucleic acid expression vector], wherein expression of said vector in the plant cell results 
in an increase in the size of the resulting plant as compared to a corresponding wild-type [variety 
of] plant, and wherein the [OBP] nucleic acid molecule comprises [is] 

(a) _the nucleotide sequence shown in SEQ ID NO:l, or the complement thereof[; and 

(c)]or 

(b) a nucleotide sequence encoding the same amino acid sequence as said nucleotide 
sequence of (a), but which is degenerate in accordance with the degeneracy of the genetic code.- 
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-Claim 15 (currently amended): The transgenic plant cell of claim 13 wherein the [OBP] 
nucleic acid molecule is SEQ ID NO: 1 — 

-Claim 20 (currently amended): A transgenic plant comprising [a] the plant cell 
according to claim [16] 13. 

Claim 21 (currently amended): A seed produced by a transgenic plant comprising [a] the 
plant cell according to claim 13, wherein the seed comprises the expression vector and is true 
breeding for an increase in the size of a daughter plant as compared to a wild-type variety of 
plant cell — 

-Claim 31 (currently amended): A recombinant antisense expression vector comprising: 

(a) a promoter[, said promoter being] functional in a plant cell; and 

(b) [an Arabidopsis thaliana OBP3 antisense coding] an isolated nucleic acid molecule 
comprising SEQ ID NO: i ; wherein said nucleic acid molecule is operablv linked in antisense 
orientation to said promoter [being operably linked to said OBP3 antisense coding nucleic acid 
[and said antisense coding nucleic acid oriented with respect to said promoter such that the RNA 
produced is complementary in nucleotide sequence-to mRNA encoding Arabidopsis thaliana 
OBP3, wherein said OBP3 antisense coding nucleic acid comprises SEQ ID NO: 1].-- 

-Claim 46 (currently amended): A method for altering the size of the aerial portion of a 
plant without dwarfing root tissue, said method comprising: 

(a) introducing the recombinant antisense expression vector as set forth in claim 3 1 into a 
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plant cell; 

(b) regenerating the plant cell into a transgenic plant; 

(c) evaluating the whole plant for an increase in size by comparing the plant with the 
introduced expression vector [obtained by introducing the nucleic acid molecule with the size of| 
to a corresponding wild-type plant. 

-Claim 68 (currently amended): A [transgenic] plant cell transformed with an isolated 
nucleotide sequence in antisense orientation, wherein the nucleotide sequence is SEP ID NO: 1 
or the complement thereof, or a nucleic acid molecule encoding the same amino acid sequence as 
SEP ID NO: 1 , but which is degenerate in accordance with the degeneracy of the genetic code, 
[by an antisense nucleic acid sequence complementary to a nucleic acid sequence encoding an 
OBP3 polypeptide,] wherein expression of said [antisense nucleic acid] nucleotide sequence in 
the plant cell results in an increase in the size of a resulting plant as compared to a corresponding 
wild-type [variety of] plant[, and wherein the nucleic acid sequence encoding the polypeptide is 
selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) the nucleotide sequence shown in SEQ ID NO:l, or the complement thereof; and 
(c) a nucleotide sequence encoding the same amino acid sequence as said nucleotide 
sequence of (a), but which is degenerate in accordance with the degeneracy of the genetic 
code]. 

Claim 69 (currently amended): The transgenic plant cell of claim 68, wherein the [nucleic 
acid] nucleotide sequence [encoding the OBP3 polypeptide] is SEQ ID NO: 1 . 
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Claim 70 (currently amended): A transgenic plant comprising [a] the plant cell according 
to claim 68. 

Claim 71 (currently amended): A seed produced by[a] the transgenic plant of claim 70, 
wherein the seed comprises said isolated nucleotide sequence in antisense orientation 
[comprising a plant cell according to claim 70].— 

-Claim 77 (currently amended): The recombinant vector of claim 31 [76], wherein the 
promoter is an inducible promoter.-- 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stuart F. Baum whose telephone number is 571-272-0792. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anne Marie Grunberg can be reached at 571-272-0975. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-1600. 
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